
















































































































































































































80 Between Two Worlds 

Figure 5-1 
Geographic Distribution of Perinatal Deaths 
The numbers refer to Individual cases, not to communities. 

The Indian Perinatal Deaths 

There were 6 deaths, giving a perinatal death 
rate of about 28 per thousand Indian births. These 
mothers are numbered 5-10 in Figure 5-l. They 
include: 
1. one death of a very premature infant born in an 

Indian cabin (No.5), 
2. three deaths associ~ted with antepartum bleed

ing (Nos. 6, 7, 8) though the actual cause of 
death in the last listed case was a congenital 
abnormality; these three labours were prema
ture, 

3. two identified high-risk mothers (Nos. 9, 10), 
one with possible placental insufficiency and 
the other had a twin pregnancy. 
This group of Indian perinatal deaths has the 

following characteristics: 
1. all infants are low-birth-weight, 
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2. half the maternal histories involve antepartum 
bleeding, 

3. one mother sought no medical care at any time, 
the remaining mothers were referred from Nurs
ing Stations to physicians, 

4. there may be evidence of lack of aggressive 
neonatal therapy in the management of two 
newborns in hospitals. 

The Inuit Perinatal Deaths 

There were 19 deaths giving a perinatal death 
rate of about 40.0/1000 Inuit births. These deaths 
are numbered 11 to 29 in Figure 5-l. 

Inuvik Zone 

The perinatal death rate for this zone was about 
42/1000 Inuit births. There were two Inuit deaths 
(Nos. 11 and 12). Both infants were born in hospital. 
Neither mother had received any prenatal care. 
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